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effective date of th is ac t , have anti-scald devices which
prevent this unanticipated change frorr happening and, therefore,
prevent considerable health care costs, and in fact injury. I
should say that other states, just like Nebraska, have involved
themselves with this kind of legislation, except where in those
states they h ave a s tate plumbing code. As you all know, we
have a state electrical code and we ar e tal king no w about a
state building code. If w e had a state plumbing code we could
simply amend the code to provide for this cause, but we do n' t,

that this doe s not aff ect bui ldzrgs t hat are now under
construction. It doe sn't affect e xist ing b u i l d i n g s , or s i n g l e
f amil y u n i t s , or mo d u l a r h o mes, o r r ecr e a t i on veh i c l es b ec a u s e
they are affected by federal guidelines and laws. There is in
the industry something called the "slip/fall scenario". That is
people who can't move. Now, all of ycu can move pretty quick.
I ' ve seen you d o it on the floor here, considerably, not only
verbally but physically. But a majority of the accidents, where
there xs a quick change in temperature, happen in nursing homes,
in day care centers, in places where elderly, where c h ildren
ard, xn fact, handicapped folks are involved. It is, in fact, a
serious problem. Most nursing homes that are now constructed,
without a law, provide for these kind of devices. There are
three kin ds, a pressure b alancing device, a the rmostatic
balancing device, and a combination unit. T he combination u ni t
protects not on l y aga inst the hot, but also the cold as well.
I t is hard to freeze to death, but it is easy, it is v ery eas y
to be sca lded. I passed out, in fact, for your information a
s chedule of temperatures and how they affect the human body. A s
you can s e e , a r . 1 5 8 d e g r e e s , i n l es s t han on e seco n d, you c an
receive third degree burns, in one second you can receive second
and third degree burns. It is, in fact, a serious problem. The
cost of the burns, not only that but the cost of replacing the
hzps, the hip injuries, the leg injur es, and some serious he ad
injuries result f rom th i s ki nd of a slip/fall scenario. The
cost is insignificant, it really is. You can bu y p l u mb i ng
fixtures t hat cos t m o re w ith out th i s kind of a device. Th e
cost, in a regularly priced fixture, can be anywhere from $10 to
$20 more per fixture. I think it is a cost that is worthy of
consideration. It is , in my sense, almost foolhardy not to use
this kind of a device, even in your home. Ov er 50 percent, b y
the way , of th e p eop l e w ho a re a ffe cted b y bu rns are not
included in this act because of the fact th a t pe o ple d id n ot
want private h o mes in c luded . I ac cep t e d th a t , as you all
understood, in the amendment. However, I would like to c aution
you that that is where a lot of the children's injuries do take

therefore the rea son f o r the bill. I wou ld like to also add
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